
Free at Last! 

Our decision to sell only peat free compost at the Sales Hut appears generally to have gone down 
well with the membership.  Sales have been steady and those who’ve tried it appear satisfied with 
results. Unfortunately, because we sell only the best quality Sylva there are currently difficulties with 
supply as more people become aware of the importance of going peat-free. At present we are selling 
topsoil and farmyard manure as alternatives and as always our members have risen to the challenge 
and are trying new and innovative ways to use the new media. In case anyone’s forgotten why it 
might be worth trying alternatives to peat here’s a few reminders: 

Why peat bogs matter: 

They capture and store carbon.  They hold nearly 30% of all carbon stored on land – more carbon 
per hectare than any other eco-system including forests and are the second largest carbon store 
after oceans. If peat bogs dry out (following extraction) the carbon released as carbon dioxide 
accelerates climate change.  

They act as giant sponges and help prevent flooding.  

They provide drinking water – much easier and cheaper to purify than from other sources. 

They provide a very particular eco-system which is home to a wealth of plants, birds and insects. 

Why they are threatened: 

Of the 70.000 hectares of lowland raised bog in the UK, estimates suggest that only 5-10% remains 
in near-natural condition.  Previously peat was used as fuel, now it’s used for our gardens and 
hanging baskets.  It takes a whole year to create just 1mm of peat – so effectively once it’s gone it’s 
gone for millennia. 

So perhaps we need to ask ourselves why, as hobby gardeners we’re prepared to add to climate 
change and our own demise as a species.  It’s a misnomer to talk about saving the planet.  The 
planet will be fine – it’ll save itself. It’ll still be here when we’ve all gone – maybe not in the form as 
we know it but still going strong.  It’s actually the human race that we’re after saving because if we 
don’t do something now we’re going to destroy our home and with it ourselves.  So maybe, if you 
haven’t already, why not give peat-free a go.   

Chris Fawcett 

 


